
Harwich Town Sailing Club 

International Finn Class open meeting 

Sat/Sun, 25/26 May 2019 
1. RULES 

1.1 The event will be governed by rules as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing 2017-
2020. The rules of the International Finn Class and these sailing instructions. 

1.2 In cases of conflict these sailing instructions will prevail. 

1.3 There will be no designated advertising code. 

1.4 A boat and equipment may be inspected at any time and any competitor may be 
asked to produce a valid measurement certificate if required by the race 
committee. 

2. NOTICE TO COMPETITORS 

2.1 The official event notice board is located on the north wall in Harwich Town Sailing 
Clubhouse. 

2.2 A briefing for competitors will be held in Harwich Town Sailing Club at 11:00 on 
Saturday 25 May 2019. 

3. CHANGES IN SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 

3.1 Changes to sailing instructions will be posted on the official notice board at least 
1hour 55minutes before the first signal of the day and indicated by flying IC code 
Flag “L” (see 4.1) 

4. SIGNALS MADE ASHORE 

4.1 Signals made ashore will be hoisted from the mast on the starting station at 
Harwich Town Sailing Club’s dinghy compound.  When IC Flag “K” is flown, 
competitors may sign on and launch.  The first warning signal will be made no 
sooner than 60 minutes after Flag “K” is flown 

5. RACING AREA 

5.1 This will be in Dovercourt Bay, centred ~ 1.5 miles south of launch area. 

6. CLASS WARNING FLAG & OTHER SIGNALS 

6.1 The class warning flag will be a pink flag with blue International Finn class 
insignia. 

6.2 Free downwind kinetics will be allowed when the committee vessel flies IC Flag 
“O”. 

 

  



7. SCHEDULE OF RACES 

7.1 The schedule of races and time of first warning signals will be as follows:- 

- Sat 25 May.  Race 1 12:55.  Race 2, back to back.  Race 3, back to back. 

- Sun 26 May.  Race 4 11:55.  Race 5, back to back.  Race 6, back to back. 

On Sun 26 may there will be no start after 15:30. 

7.2 The race committee reserves the right to alter or reschedule the above listed 
programme due to any reason it shall feel is appropriate. 

8. THE COURSE 

8.1 The course will be a windward/ leeward configuration. Port rounding, with a 
spreader mark after the windward mark.  See appendix A. 

8.2 The number of laps will be displayed on a board on the committee vessel.  There 
will also be a board displaying magnetic bearing to Mark 1. 

8.3  All competitors MUST pass through the start/finish gate on all upwind legs.  The 
start finish gate can be disregarded downwind. 

9. MARKS. 

9.1 The course marks are:- 1 metre diameter spherical inflatable yellow buoys.  The 
start outer limit mark will be a 0.5 metre diameter spherical orange dan buoy. 

10. THE START 

10.1 Races will be started in accordance with RRS26 (5-4-1-0). 

10.2 The starting line is defined as a transit between a mast displaying an orange flag 
on the committee vessel and the start line outer limit buoy. All competitors shall 
cross this line in the direction of mark No1 to start. 

10.3 No competitor shall start later than 5 minutes after her starting signal. 

11. THE FINISH 

11.1 This is an imaginary line between a mast displaying an orange flag on the 
committee vessel (which will also be flying a blue flag) and the start outer limit 
buoy or any course mark. 

11.2 In addition to the standard RRS shorten course procedure, a support boat may 
display the shorten course flag at the turning mark which is the beginning of the 
final leg of the course to the proposed finishing line. 

12. TIME LIMITS 

12.1 The target time limit for each race will be 45 minutes.  Boats failing to finish 
within 10 minutes of the first valid finisher or within the time limit (whichever is 
later) will be scored DNF.  This changes RRS 35, A4 and A5. 

 



13. PROTESTS AND REDRESS. 

13.1 In addition to RRS 61, the race officer must be informed (and he must 
acknowledge) any competitor’s intent to protest at the finish of the relevant race.  
Protest forms are available from the beach master and must be lodged within 60 
minutes of the last boat finishing the last race of the day.  The list of protests and 
order of hearing will be posted on the official notice board shortly after the expiry 
of the protest time limit. 

14. SCORING 

14.1 The low point scoring system of RRS appendix A4.1 will apply. 

14.2 If 6 races are completed 1 discard will apply.  Otherwise all results to stand. 

15. SAFETY REGULATIONS. 

15.1 Adequate personal buoyancy SHALL be worn by all competitors at all times whilst 
afloat.  Failure to do so will result in disqualification.  Neither a wet or dry suit 
alone constitutes adequate personal buoyancy.  Rule 1.2 and 40 are amended 
accordingly.  Flag “Y” will not be flown, varying Rule 40. 

15.2   The race area and route to/from the race area are well clear of commercial 
shipping lanes, which are clearly marked with large channel buoys.  NO 
COMPETITOR SHALL SAIL INTO ANY COMMERCIAL SHIPPING AREA AT ANY 
TIME 

15.3 All competitors intending to race shall sign on at the HTSC starting station in the 
dinghy park and sign off ASAP after racing for the day. 

16. DISCLAIMER OF RESPONSIBILITY 

16.1 General.  A boat (meaning the craft and helm) is entirely responsible for its own 
safety, whether afloat or ashore.  Nothing whether in these sailing instructions or 
anywhere else, reduces this responsibility.  It is for the boat to decide whether she 
is fit to sail in the conditions in which she will find herself.  By launching and 
going to sea, the boat confirms that she is fit for those conditions and competent 
to sail and compete in them.  Nothing done by the organisers can reduce the 
responsibility of the boat, nor will it make the organisers responsible for any loss, 
damage, death or personal injury, however it may have occurred, as a result of 
taking part in racing in this event.  The organisers encompass everyone helping to 
run the racing and the event and include the organising authority, the race 
committee, the race officer, patrol/rescue boats and beach master.  The provision 
of patrol/rescue boats does not relieve any competing boat of her responsibilities. 

16.2 No boat shall race unless the boat is currently insured for third party risks to the 
minimum sum of £2,000,000 and such insurance shall be valid for the helm who 
shall be racing her. 


